The Collegian (2013-03-04) by Molina, Joe
The Texas House Higher 
Education Committee is 
scheduled to vote at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday on HB 1000, the 
bill that seeks the merger of 
UT-Brownsville and UT-Pan 
American, state Rep. Rene 
Oliveira (D-Brownsville) said.
“We are up to 118 co-
authors, so I’m elated about 
that news,” Oliveira told The 
Collegian in a telephone 
interview last Wednesday. 
“We’ve all been working very 
hard to get the co-authors, so 
we’re going to shoot for a goal 
of at least 125 co-authors, and 
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Six thousand three 
hundred miles are not 
enough to keep David Fisher 
from teaching UTB/TSC 
students through distance 
education technology.
Fisher, an associate 
professor in the History 
Department, is conducting 
online courses from his 
home office in Kyiv, 
Ukraine.
After his wife received a 
Fulbright scholarship from 
the U.S. State Department 
to work at a museum in 
Kyiv, Fisher began teaching 
online from the Ukraine in 
Fall 2012. 
Since the grant supports 
bringing family, Fisher and 
his two daughters joined his 
wife in the Ukraine.
Fisher teaches four online 
courses: U.S. History I, U.S. 
History II, World History 
II and a graduate research 
seminar class for history 
students.
“For an online course, you 
really have to have every 
single week planned out 
for the entire semester,” 
Overcoming 
the distance
David Fisher, an associate professor in UTB/TSC’s History Department, 
currently lives 6,300 miles away in the Ukraine and teaches several 
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UTB/TSC’s Drumline and ROTC 
led more than a dozen beautifully 
decorated golf carts on a parade from 
the Student Union lawn to the Arts 
Center last Thursday to greet Mr. 
Amigo 2012 Eduardo Yáñez.
Various student organizations and 
university departments participated 
in the parade, including Dingbat 
Productions, Kappa Omega, the 
Student Government Association, 
the Office of the Provost, Business 
Affairs and Physical Plant.
Riders tossed candy at the crowds 
of students, faculty and staff, who 
cheered as the carts drove along 
the Paseo. 
Karla Lozoya, the Student 
Government Association’s vice 
president of administration, 
said she enjoyed participating 
in the parade.
“It’s a way to unite all the 
organizations here on campus 
and come together and just 
enjoy themselves,” Lozoya 
said. “It’s awesome, I love 
it.”
The Most Spirited Golf 
Cart Contest was also held 
during the parade and 
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Matthew Benacquista, 
a professor of astronomy 
and physics at UTB/TSC, 
never felt he found the 
right book for his class. 
So, instead, he wrote his 
own.  
“An Introduction to 
the Evolution of Single 
and Binary Stars” was 
published earlier this 
year by the renowned 
American publishing 
company Springer.
“It’s been a goal of 
mine to write a good 
textbook and the fact that 
I couldn’t find one I liked, 
of course, didn’t hurt,” 
Benacquista told The 
Collegian in an interview 
Feb. 18. 
Undergraduate seniors 
taking PHYS 4360-Stellar 
Astrophysics and 
graduate students taking 
PHYS 6381-Introduction 
to Astrophysics with 
Benacquista will be 
required to buy his 
textbook next fall upon 
approval from the 
Astronomy and Physics 
Department and if there 
is sufficient enrollment. 
“The fact that Springer 
has decided to publish 
Dr. Benacquista’s book 
… shows that there is 
a scholarship on the 
expertise that [he] has 
on this subject,” said 
Astronomy and Physics 
Department Chair 
Soma Mukherjee. “The 
purpose of an upper-
division class is [to make 
students] aware of the 
latest developments in a 
given field, for example, 
in this case astrophysics. 
And the way the book 
is written, it’s geared 
toward upper-level 
undergraduate students 
who are beginning to 
embark on research in 
that field.”
B e n a c q u i s t a ’ s 
inspiration to write the 
textbook came from his 
early years of teaching at 
UTB/TSC. 
“I think UTB really 
made it much easier in 
some ways to write the 
book,” he said. “It would 
have been great if I’d had 
sabbatical, some time 
off … but sometimes you 
find out that you spend a 
lot of time sitting around 
doing nothing; having 
been under the gun really 
helped.”
Benacquista’s 260-
page book covers such 
topics as measuring stars, 
equations and processes, 
stellar methods and 
dynamical solutions. 
“Every part of [my 
book] is from looking at 
the other textbooks when 
I was first teaching and 
saying, ‘Well, I’ll take bits 
of this and bits of that and 
put it together,’ and then, 
because there are laws 
against plagiarism … once 
it stopped being notes 
and it started becoming a 
textbook, I had to go back 
and rewrite everything 
I’d done before to make 
sure it was all original,” 
he said.
It took him almost two 
years to complete writing 
his textbook after landing 
a contract with Springer 
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Classified
Help wanted: Shenanigans needs female 
wait staff. Looking for: Attractive, bar 
experience, ambitious, reliable, punctual, 
professional, entertaining, driven. More $ we 
make, the more $ you make! Ages 18 +, TABC-
Certified preferred. Apply at: Shenanigans Bar 
and Grill, 2451 Pablo Kisel Blvd. Brownsville, 
Texas. (956) 986-2337.
UTB/TSC astrophysics Professor Matthew Benacquista holds a copy of his textbook, “An 
Introduction to the Evolution of Single and Binary Stars,” which was published earlier this year. 
Joe Molina/Collegian 
Professor’s astrophysics textbook published
By Joe Molina 
COLLEGIAN EDITOR
I’ve been told that I am very 
childish. Psychologists might 
diagnose me with Peter Pan 
syndrome, meaning I’m avoiding 
adulthood.
Watching Disney movies 
and listening to the Cinderella 
soundtrack on a daily basis might 
give people the impression that I 
am childish.
Contrary to my behavior, I 
have come to see that I am not 
childish, but childlike, which is 
exactly how God intended me to 
be. 
“Let the children come to 
me,” Jesus said in Matthew 
19:14. “Don’t stop them! For the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to 
those who are like these children.”
Notice how Jesus is just asking 
that we go to Him, and His will is 
not for anyone or anything to stop 
us from getting to Him.
I believe the Lord said this 
because, when little children go 
to their loving parents, they don’t 
feel the need to change or impress 
them.
They don’t feel the need to dress 
up, or make a ceremony; rather, 
children go to their parents 
because of their unconditional 
love for them and to receive 
protection and friendship. 
I believe that is what the Lord 
wants for us. He doesn’t need 
us to study theology, He doesn’t 
need us to make ourselves clean. 
We don’t need to understand 
who is He is, and how He works. 
We don’t need to set rules and 
regulations to go to Him.
Jesus asks me to be like a child 
because children have a habit of 
not making life complicated, but 
keeping life simple.
Jesus didn’t make it 
complicated for me to go to Him; 
in fact, He made it easy. 
He is not asking me to go 
through a course to go to Him. He 
is not asking that I figure things 
out. He is not hidden in some 
huge mystery.
So I embrace my childlike 
nature, and go to Him like a child. 
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What are your plans for Spring Break? 
“I’m going to see my boyfriend in Dallas, 
because he is in college over there and he 
plays baseball, so he can’t come down. So, 
that’s why I’m making the sacrifice to go 
see him over there.”
Daniela Garcia 
Radiologic technology sophomore
“I plan to play it safe and 
study, because I have my 
physics exam coming up. 
Maybe visit family, and 




“Well, I’m actually taking this Spring 
Break to just totally relax and prepare for the second [part 
of the] semester after midterms, because this semester has 
been pretty heavy. But I’m going to take that time to reboot 
and then just study up ahead for the next semester.” 
Aaron Millan 
Engineering physics-mechanical freshman --Compiled by Alex Rodriguez
--Photos by Alex Rodriguez 
i Think
>>Policy: Letters to the editor must include the name, classification and phone number of the author or the 
letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed in The Collegian are those of writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The editor reserves the right to edit the letters. 
Send your letters to collegian@utb.edu.
letters to the editor
Like little children 
By Marlane Rodriguez
COLUMNIST
In last week’s edition of 
The Collegian, language was 
printed in a story that strongly 
implied that a motion I made 
during the February Faculty 
Senate meeting violated the 
Texas Open Meetings Act. This 
is simply not true, so I want to 
take the opportunity to set the 
record straight.  
In the 2011-12 academic 
term, changes were made in 
the operational philosophy, 
structure and processes of the 
faculty governance body. One 
change is the inclusion of a 
section to the constitution that 
stipulates private meetings 
between the Faculty Senate 
and invited guests upon a 
motion by a senator and a 
two-thirds vote supporting 
the motion. The University of 
Texas System Office of General 
Counsel approved the modified 
constitution, including the 
provision in question, prior to 
the start of this academic year. 
The OGC raised no objections 
to the provision for private 
sessions.   
The language in the 
constitution does not violate the 
Texas Open Meetings Act, nor 
did the process followed in its 
implementation. The definition 
of the term “governmental 
body” does not include faculty 
senates. The Texas Open 
Meetings Act generally applies 
to governmental bodies and 
subunits with rule-making 
capabilities. The Faculty 
Senate is an advisory body 
that represents the faculty on 
matters pertaining to academic 
policy and some issues of faculty 
grievance. This is not simply my 
interpretation of the Act.  I have 
spoken with an attorney at UT 
OGC who provided the same 
interpretation.  
The role of the media 
is paramount to sound 
democracy. It is something that 
I respect, and I believe that all 
UTB faculty senators equally 
cherish the function of media 
in our society. It is critical to 
understand, however, that there 
are other important values that 
must come under consideration. 
One is the ability of faculty to 
have open and honest dialogue 
with administration when 
they are present, without fear 
(whether real or perceived) that 
someone will be quoted when 
the person does not wish to be, 
or an interaction will be taken 
out of context. 
It is noteworthy that no 
motion was made to convene 
in private until after the 
administrative report was given. 
The media present were able 
to hear the report, and, if they 
so chose, report on it.  When 
the time came for questions to 
administration from faculty, 
the private sessions clause was 
invoked. This seems to be an 
appropriate process to balance 
the interests of the media and 
the faculty governance body.   
While we decided on 
affirmative action to codify 
this value into the modified 
constitution, I believe the 
right of the faculty governance 
body to meet in private with 
guests is, if not self-evident, 
certainly is commonsensical. 
Faculty members hold 
meetings often to develop 
advisory recommendations 
to administration on many 
matters, including personnel. 
Application of the principles 
of the Open Meetings Act to 
meetings of faculty would 
necessarily mean that media 
would have a right to access 
discussions when such matters 
as tenure and promotion of 
faculty is under consideration. 
To allow media access to 
information on a personnel 
matter prior to any official 
decision makes no sense. Nor 
does completely open access to 
Faculty Senate meetings.  
The one thing that runs a close 
second to complete disregard of 





Faculty Senate motion 
letter to the editor
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 Police Reports The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between Feb. 11 and 14.
The Office of Global 
Engagement will lead the UTB/
TSC campus in its celebration of 
International Women’s Day on 
Friday.
International Women’s Day 
emerged from labor movements 
in the early 1900s in the United 
States and Europe. The United 
Nations proclaimed 1975 as 
International Women’s Year.
Although International 
Women’s Day is an international 
holiday, some countries such as 
Russia, Uganda, Ukraine and 
Vietnam have adopted IWD as 
one of their national holidays.
This is the third year the 
Office of Global Engagement will 
observe the holiday. This year’s 
theme is “End Violence against 
Women.” 
Alla Paroiatnikova, executive 
director of the Office of Global 
Engagement, said a study shows 
that seven out of 10 women have 
experienced violence.
Last year, Global Engagement 
established a scholarship for a 
female student.
“We review the nominations, 
select the most outstanding 
female student and we give her 
a special scholarship, which 
is in the amount of $1,000,” 
Paroiatnikova said.
The winner of the scholarship 
for which 11 students applied will 
be announced during a reception 
scheduled from 3 to 5 p.m. on 
Friday in room 104 of the Camille 
Lightner Center. UTB/TSC 
‘I am woman …’
Campus to mark International Women’s Day
By Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN
Junior kinesiology major Carla G. Reyna and junior mathematics major Daniel Aguirre play chess last Wednesday in the Endowment Courtyard. The 
event, sponsored by the UTB/TSC Chess Club, was held to recruit members. Students interested in joining the club may call Chess Program Director 




9:09 a.m.: A faculty 
member reported an $8,400 
tuba stolen from the Arts 
Center. 
Tuesday, Feb. 12 
9:38 a.m.: A faculty 
member reported that a 
student gave her a pocketknife. 
The student told her it was for 
her to use for protection. The 
faculty member recalled that in 
a previous class session, they 
had discussed safety issues 
due to the closeness with the 
U.S-Mexico border. She was 
advised by the Campus Police 
corporal that there had been 
no crime but that there may 
have been a code of conduct 
violation by the student. The 
report was forwarded to the 
Dean of Students Office. 
Later that day, a faculty 
member reported she had 
received harassing e-mails 
and calls from an unknown 
person alleging that the faculty 
member was having an affair 
with her husband. She said the 
woman used foul language in 
the e-mails and phone calls. 
She told the woman that she 
did not know her husband and 
provided Campus Police with 
the number from which the 
calls were coming from and 
copies of the e-mails. 
Thursday, Feb. 14
2:36 p.m.: The window 
of a student’s vehicle was 
accidentally broken after 
Physical Plant employees cut 
the grass in Casa Bella. The 
student said he parked his 
Ford Escape around 12:30 
p.m. in the student housing 
complex parking lot, returned 
to it at 1 p.m. and then went 
back to his friend’s dorm. At 
2:15 p.m., he was advised by a 
friend that the right passenger 
window of his car had been 
broken. Nothing was stolen 
from his vehicle and he said he 
had no problems with anyone 
for them to intentionally 
damage the car. The Campus 
Police corporal noticed the 
grass in the area had been 
freshly trimmed and the 
student’s vehicle and others 
around it had grass particles. 
A Physical Plant employee 
told the corporal that two 
other employees had cut the 
grass in that area from about 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. The grounds 
supervisor for the student 
housing complex confirmed 
this information. The student 
was referred to Casa Bella 
staff for an explanation of 
the procedure for getting his 
window fixed. The estimated 
damage to the vehicle is $100. 
 --Compiled by Samantha 
Ruiz
graduate Claudia García, who is 
now a gynecologist, will be the 
guest speaker.
For more information, call 
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 Look for us.
Like us! 
Among last year’s nominees for Outstanding International Female Student 
are Luciana Morales (from left), a graduate student from Peru; Jie Hu, a 
graduate physics student from China; Alla Paroiatnikova, executive director 
of Global Engagement; the winner, Constanza Burciaga Calderoni, a junior 
biology student from Mexico; Mariana Hernández, a junior art major from 
Mexico; Diana Landeros, a senior accounting major from Mexico; Samantha 
García, a graduate student in sociology from Mexico; and Aragelia Salazar, 
an international student adviser.
Collegian File Photo
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DON’T MISS OUT 
--Compiled by Cori Aiken
Participants and judges of the Karaoke Contest Honoring African American Roots in Gospel, Jazz, Blues and 
Rap pose after the event, held Feb. 22 on the Student Union lawn. Shown (from left)  are Katheryn Salazar, 
a biology major and third-place winner; Marilyn Woods, executive to UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García; 
Jorge Luis Gonzalez, second-place winner; Cleiri Quezada, a communication major and first-place winner; Hilda 
Silva, vice president for Student Affairs; and Sergio Martinez, director of Student Life. 
The songs of Destiny’s 
Child, Roberta Flack and The 
Temptations could be heard 
across the Student Union lawn 
on Feb. 22.
Students swayed, clapped and 
cheered at the participants of 
the Karaoke Contest Honoring 
African American Roots in 
Gospel, Jazz, Blues and Rap. 
The contest was just one of the 
events the university sponsored 
in observance of African 
American History Month.
“All of the events we have 
done this week have been 
very serious; this was our 
entertainment day,” said 
Marilyn J. Woods, executive 
assistant to UT-Brownsville 
President Juliet V. García, who 
helped coordinate the week’s 
events. “African Americans have 
made marks in gospel, jazz, hip-
hop and R&B. I wanted students 
to participate in that.”
Woods, along with Student 
Life Director Sergio Martinez 
and Assistant Director Eloy 
Alvarez, served as judges. 
Contestants were asked 
to select tunes from African 
American artists, and the top 
three performers would win 
cash prizes. The prizes were 
donated by Accounting and 
Finance Director Yolanda de la 
Riva. 
Brenda Gallegos, who is 
pursuing a master’s of business 
administration, got the crowd 
jumping with her enthusiasm. 
Gallegos sang “Independent 
Women” by Destiny’s Child. 
She chose the song because 
she agrees with the number’s 
positive idea.
“I wanted to get the message 
out of ‘Independent Women’; it 
is something I agree with,” she 
said.
Her goal was to have a 
good time and to “hopefully, 
entertain everyone here and to 
get the crowd going.”
First-place winner and junior 
communication major Cleiri 
Quezada moved the crowd with 
her rendition of the 1973 classic 
“Killing Me Softly” by Roberta 
Flack. Quezada chose the song 
because she thought it suited 
the event.
“It’s very soulful,” she said. 
Quezada plans on using her 
$100 prize wisely.
“This $100 is going to go into 
my savings account because I 
need to pay for my upcoming 
summer classes.”
Second-place winner Jorge 
Luis Gonzalez covered “Ain’t 
to Proud to Beg” by The 
Temptations.
Gonzalez said he only listens 
Honoring African Americans through song 




“I only listen to music from 
the early 1920s to the 1960s,” he 
said. “There is no contemporary 
music in my collection.”
Gonzalez said he plans to 
donate his $50 prize.
“I am in a club called “The 
Dingbats”; we are going do a 
charity event, and I am going to 
donate that money,” he said. 
Biology major Katheryn 
Salazar, who placed third 
and won $25, sang Adele’s 
“Someone Like You.” 
“Those songs are the best ones 
to sing,” Salazar said, “they get 
the message out emotionally.” 
In the tiny village of Anatevka, 
Russia, the community is 
bonded by Jewish customs. 
They follow tradition and know 
who they are because of it. But 
what happens when their way of 
life is challenged? The younger 
generation of the village rebels 
against the traditions of their 
parents, fathers worry about 
their daughters falling for the 
wrong men and the government 
begins to meddle in their 
business.
Do the villagers ignore the 
changes or do they go with the 
flow and have faith?  
That is the dilemma of the 
beloved musical, “Fiddler on 
the Roof,” produced by Prather 
Entertainment, which will be 
presented at 7 p.m. Thursday 
in the UTB/TSC Arts Center. 
Based on the stories of Sholem 
Aleichem, the popular and 
heartfelt show includes the songs 
“Tradition,” “Matchmaker, 
Matchmaker,” “If I Were a Rich 
Man” and “Sunrise, Sunset.” 
The story and score makes for 
an unforgettable show filled 
with music, dance and laughter. 
Arts Center Director Daniel 
Barnard said the show will 
appeal to the younger crowd as 
well as mature patrons. 
“I think that is one of [the] 
reasons why it has been around 
for so long, and that it has 
such a timeless and universal 
appeal,” Barnard said last 
week in an interview with The 
Collegian. “The conflict from 
one generation to the next, the 
desire and longing for wealth 
and the realization that you 
are never going to get wealthy, 
conservative traditions vs. 
wanting to change are pretty 
universal concepts.” 
Barnard said that when 
planning the Signature Series, 
the Arts Center tries its best to 
have a wide variety of shows, 
including musicals.
“We feel compelled to include 
musical theater,” he said. “There 
are a lot of people clamoring for 
it. We try as much as we can 
to fill that as we look into the 
season.”
Barnard said he is always 
networking to bring the best 
shows to Brownsville, attending 
conferences and speaking with 
agents so that “we can get artists 
and shows that we might not get 
otherwise.”
For example, 2012 Latin 
Grammy winner Lila Downs 
will perform at the Arts Center 
next month. Between touring 
theaters in such big cities as 
Chicago, Houston, Vancouver 
and Philadelphia, Downs will 
perform in Brownsville. 
For tickets ($39 to $75), 
call 882-8587 or visit www.
UTBTickets.com.
The touring production of “Fiddler on the Roof” stops at the Arts Center March 7. 
Generation Gap
Beloved musical ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ set 
for Thursday at Arts Center




Tonight: ARTOPIA 2013, a juried 2-D/3-D exhibition, opens with a reception at 6 p.m. in the 
Student Union’s La Sala. Admission is free. The exhibit will remain on display until March 7. 
For more information, call Student Union Assistant Director Patricia Longoria at 882-5033.
internAtionAl Art Show 
Wednesday: The Brownsville Museum of Fine Art, 660 Ringgold St., hosts the 42nd 
annual International Art Show. Admission is $5 or $3 with a valid UTB/TSC ID. On 
Wednesdays, admission is free after 5 p.m. For more information, call 542-0941. 
‘Fiddler on the rooF’
Thursday: “Fiddler on the Roof,” one of America’s best-loved musicals, will be performed at 7 
p.m. as part of the Arts Center’s Signature Series. For tickets ($39 to $75), call 882-7750.
GAlAx Z FAir ii
March 11: The Galax Z Fair, showcasing more than 15 nationally recognized alternative 
musicians, will take place at Thirsty Monkey, 119 W. Nolana, and the historic Cine El Rey, 311 
S. 17th St., in downtown McAllen. For tickets ($20), visit www.galaxzfair.com
‘diAletheiAS’
March 13: An exhibit featuring the photography and art of Alaska Ink and Luciana Mendoza opens 
with a reception at 6 p.m. in the Carlotta K. Petrina Cultural Center, on 1452 E. Madison St. 
Admission is free. For more information, call 266-7777.
Aries (March 21-April 
19)-Aries, it’s time to clean 
your closet! Get rid of those 
things that you have no use 
for anymore. Reducing clutter 
will be both beneficial and will 
help you organize things in 
your head. Things are never as 
you imagine them. Take a walk 
around downtown this week if 
you are in the need of easing 
tensions. 
 Taurus (April 20-May 20)-
Pay attention to detail! It is 
amazing how important these 
little things are. Others will 
appreciate these things and 
in the end you will feel much 
better. If you want a special 
someone to notice you, be 
beautiful! Be who you are.
Gemini (May 21-June 21)-
If you want to want to get 
ahead, Gemini, be prepared 
for a struggle this week. In the 
end it is what you learn that 
matters. No pain, no gain! The 
most important thing this week 
is for you to accomplish your 
objectives.
Cancer (June 22-July 22)-
Try to help others this week. 
Your help will be greatly 
appreciated and you never 
know when you will need help 
as well. It seems that your best 
studying time this week will be 
in the evening. Study wisely.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 
22)-Serenity, Leo, is the 
keyword this week. Try not to 
overreact or you might end up 
scaring someone away. Also, 
keep in mind that upsetting 
situations will only negatively 
impact your health.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22)-Seize the day, Virgo. 
Opportunities are coming your 
way, so be perceptive and take 
them. If you make the right 
choices you will grow and be 
impressed with where things 
lead. Don’t be too hard on 
yourself and take the blame for 
everything. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)-It 
seems that the earth and sky will 
split this week. Your life is a bit 
hectic. Major decisions always 
bring with them uncomfortable 
situations but not without 
satisfactions as well. Learn how 
to sail the seas.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)-
The last word is on your lips, 
Scorpio. But also keep in mind 
that speech is silver but silence 
is golden. Use that ability 
wisely. Lavish shopping sprees 
are not recommended.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21)-Take some time out of your 
schedule this week to keep your 
sanity. Have some coffee with 
friends or go to the movies. All 
work and no play is no fun.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan 19)-
It seems that things at work are 
going smoothly. Hard workers 
like you excel! TV appearances, 
awards and similar things may 
come your way! Do what you do 
best.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)-
The train is about to leave the 
station. Get on now or you will 
be behind. Avoid nervousness 
because it is not useful. Grab the 
bull by the horns. 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)-
Let go of negative thoughts. 
Consider meditation; it 
will improve your health 
tremendously. Remember to go 
to bed early. Be as optimistic as 
you can this week. 
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  Horoscopes               ‘It’s not Héctor’s fault; he just writes what the planets tell him.’
By Héctor Aguilar
THE COLLEGIAN
Mix heirs fighting the 
Catholic Diocese over oil-and-
gas-rich land with a couple of 
mysterious deaths and you’ve 
got the plot for Carlos Cisneros’ 
legal thriller, “The Land Grant.”
Cisneros presented his sequel 
to “The Case Runner,” during 
a book signing Feb. 21 at the 
Barnes & Noble Bookstore on 
campus.
The author, an attorney in 
private practice who graduated 
from the South Texas College of 
Law in 1994, told the audience 
of about 30 people how he 
began to write.
“My wife … she would go to 
bed super early,” Cisneros said. 
“I needed to do something with 
all those hours after she fell 
asleep during the week and I 
didn’t want to be just watching 
TV ’cause that’s what my dad 
did growing up.”
He explained how watching 
too much TV created conflicts 
between his parents.
“They would get into these 
fights. … My dad would get 
home from work around 5 
[p.m.], eat dinner. … He was 
in front of the TV from 6:30 
[p.m.] until the channels went 
off the air,” Cisneros said. “I 
didn’t think I had been affected 
by any of this, but I get married 
and I find myself repeating the 
same patterns that I learned 
from my dad. That’s when it 
hit me. … I said, ‘I’m going to 
write a novel. Let’s see if I can 
do that.’”
His favorite books feature a 
lot of drama and legal conflicts. 
“I write about stuff that I’ve 
not necessarily experienced 
myself, but I have firsthand 
knowledge because of the 
fact that I’m always out at the 
courthouse, so I see a lot of 
things,” Cisneros said.
Cisneros said that some 
characters and cases are based 
on real people and events but 
are “thinly disguised to protect 
the truly innocent.”
His first novel, “The Case 
Runner,” was inspired by a case 
that he became familiar with. 
“I was a prosecutor and an 
old friend of mine came into 
the courtroom and he was 
very sad and very depressed,” 
Cisneros said. “He told me that 
he had signed up this huge 
personal injury case and that 
this other lawyer had stolen it 
from him and that this other 
lawyer had offered the family 
a ton of money to switch firms 
and drop my buddy.”
A case runner is someone 
who finds cases for lawyers 
in exchange for a percentage 
of the money awarded in a 
lawsuit. Cisneros said this 
happens often even though it is 
illegal.
“I didn’t think that was 
possible,” he said of case 
running. “I didn’t think that 
kind of stuff went on. In law 
school they taught us that we’re 
the noble profession and we’re 
there to fight evil and do right-
-and here’s this other lawyer 
stealing a huge case from 
another young lawyer who 
also needs to feed his family 
and who also needs to pay 
his student loans. … And that 
[event] stayed with me for a 
long time, but that other lawyer 
is going to prison.”
Cisneros’ first book featured 
a young man fresh out of law 
school, Alejandro “Alex” Del 
Fuerte, a character loosely 
based on himself. “The Land 
Grant” serves as a vessel for 
Del Fuerte.
“Alejandro could be any 
young idealistic attorney fresh 
out of law school, still wet 
behind the ears, who has a 
different vision of what a lawyer 
Carlos Cisneros signs a copy of his latest novel, “The Land Grant,” for Criminal Justice Lecturer Anastasia Lawrence 
Feb. 21 in the Barnes & Noble Bookstore. Lawrence’s Introduction to Criminal Justice class, who attended the book 
signing, has been reading Cisneros’ novel.
Lawyer and author
‘The Land Grant’ is Cisneros’ latest novel
By Rick Saldivar
THE COLLEGIAN
should be but gets smacked in 
the face with the real world of 
what it actually is,” he said.
Cisneros said he needed 
a follow-up to “The Case 
Runner”--“a different kind of 
case to get to where I want him 
to get. He’s going to have many 
more stories and many more 
books.”
In “The Case Runner,” Del 
Fuerte suggests how the legal 
system can be improved. 
Cisneros told The Collegian 
that lawmakers have read his 
novel and introduced new 
laws which were based on the 
recommendations of Alejandro 
from his book. “To me, it was 
an honor that somebody was 
getting ideas for a new law that 
needed to be in the books.”
Cisneros’ next novel will be 
different from his previous 
works, as it will feature a 
female lead.
The next book will be titled 
“The C.I.” or “The Confidential 
Informant.” 
“It’s a book where she gets 
stuck defending a suspected 
drug trafficker in federal court 
in Houston and she learns 
some information that puts her 
life in danger,” Cisneros said. 
“I’m excited about that because 
all my characters have been 
guys and now it’s time to come 
up with a female lead.” 
Among those attending the 
book signing was criminal 
justice sophomore Anthony 
Garza.
“Mr. Carlos Cisneros is a 
great author who leaves you 
wanting more at the end of 
each chapter, and when I 
found out from my Intro to 
Criminal Justice professor, 
Ms. [Anastasia] Lawrence, that 
he was coming to Barnes & 
Noble, I could not pass up the 
opportunity,” Garza said. “He 
is quite the character and not 
exactly what I expected—and 
he’s funny.” 
Barnes & Noble Bookstore 
Manager Carmen Rodriguez 
said the bookstore seeks to 
promote local authors.
“I just loved the way he 
interacted with everybody, 
the way he talked, and his 
experience, and that he is one 
of us—he is a local author,” 
Rodriguez said.
Rick SaldivaR/Collegian
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Name: Spanish Club
Established: 2013
Purpose: To help students learn 
proper Spanish grammar and phonetics 
and to spread knowledge of cultures, 
customs and traditions of Spanish-
speaking countries.
President: Eréndira Santillana
Adviser: Juan Antonio González, 
Modern Languages professor 
Co-sponsor: Aracely Esparza, Modern 
Languages professor 
Vice President: Ernesto Bochas
Treasurer: Marah Martínez
Secretary: Irma Daniela González
Special Events Coordinator: Nelson 
Iván Amaro
Public Relations Coordinator: 
Daniel De la O
Community Service: Volunteers 
twice a semester in the Proyecto Juan 
Diego afterschool tutoring program at 
Casa Sofía in Cameron Park, the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service and 
offers Spanish workshops.
Meetings: 3 p.m. every first and third 
Tuesday of the month in Cardenas Hall 
North 107.
Membership requirements:  Must 
have at least a 2.0 grade-point average, 
be fluent in Spanish, and be or have 
been enrolled in SPAN 2313 and SPAN 
2315.
Dues: None 
For more information: call 
Santillana at 371-6547.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
Members of the Spanish Club include (front row, from left) President Eréndira Santillana and 
Arely Treviño. Middle row: Mónica Venegas, Oscar Boeta and David Medrano. Back row: Public 
Relations Coordinator Daniel De la O and Stephany Juárez.




Today: A potluck dinner and 
discussion will be held at 6 
p.m. at Galeria 409 on East 
13th Street for supporters 
of women’s health care and 
Planned Parenthood’s role in 
it. For more information, call 
Eugene Novogrodsky or 
Ruth Wagner at 548-1926 or 
465-1009. 
latino leadersHip leCture 
Tuesday: David Montejano, 
an award-winning author and 
professor of ethnic studies 
and history at the University 
of California, Berkeley, will 
present a lecture on the book 
he wrote 25 years ago, “Anglos 
and Mexicans in the Making 
of Texas,” from noon to 2 p.m. 
in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salón. For more information, 
call Student Union Assistant 
Director Patricia Longoria at 
882-5033.  
‘party WitH a plan’
Wednesday: Find ways to 
stay healthy and balanced while 
engaging in social activities in 
the Student Success Center 
workshop, “Party with a 
Plan,” scheduled from noon to 
1 p.m. in Cardenas Hall North 
116. For more information, call 
882-8292.
liberal arts FaCulty 
symposium
Thursday: English Associate 
Professor Diana Dominguez 
will present a lecture titled 
“Beyond the Wizard of Oz: 
An Exploration of L. Frank 
Baum’s Series Fiction for 
Teen Girls,” from 12:05 to 
1:30 p.m. in Cardenas Hall 
North 270. The lecture is part 
of the College of Liberal Arts 
Faculty Symposium. For more 
information, call sociology 
Professor Luis Rodriguez-
Abad at 882-8245. 
study abroad WorksHop
Thursday: The Student 
Success Center will conduct 
a workshop for sophomores 
titled “To Study at UTB or 
Abroad” from noon to 1 p.m. in 
Cardenas Hall North 116. This 
workshop includes students’ 
perspectives to study abroad or 
here. For more information, call 
882-8292.
Cross Country tryouts
Saturday: Tryouts to join 
the Fall 2013 cross country 
teams will take place from 
7 a.m. to noon outside the 
Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center. Women 
will run a 3.1-mile course and 
men will run a 5-mile course. 
Students must bring adequate 
running shoes. Students who are 
already part of a cross-country 
collegiate program must try out 
again to join next semester. For 
more information, call Coach 
Dan Balaguero at 882-7386. 
spring CyClobia 2013
March 17: The City of 
Brownsville will host its 
second Cyclobia from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Participants will 
travel a seven-mile route by 
either walking or riding a bike. 
The route will begin at Dean 
Porter Park and proceed on 
Seventh Street to Elizabeth 
Street, then end at University 
Boulevard. Along the way there 
will be reclovías, or recreation 
areas, at Washington Park, 
the UTB/TSC REK Center 
and Lincoln Park.  The 
reclovías will feature live music, 
food vendors and healthy 
activities. The purpose of the 
event is to motivate people to 
be active and to live a healthy 
life. For more information, call 
Transforming Texas Grant 
Project Specialist Maria Jose 
Cavazos at 547-6530.
blood drive
March 20: Student Health 
Services and United Blood 
Services will conduct a blood 
drive from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in Cardenas Hall South 
117. For more information, 
call Student Health Services 
Secretary Beverly Estrada at 
882-7643.
CommuniCation expo
March 21: The 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Department will host a 
Communication Expo 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón. 
The event is to promote UTB/
TSC’s communication program 
to undeclared majors and 
prospective students. There will 
be more than 10 booths that 
will offer information about 
the program, such as what 
courses to take, types of clubs 
and degree plan. The expo will 
feature clubs and organizations 
affiliated with the field of 
communication, such as the 
university’s student newspaper 
The Collegian and UTB 
Radio. For more information, 
call Associate Professor of 
Communication John Cook at 
882-8851.
needed: FasHion sHoW 
models
April 15: The third annual 
Dress for Success 
Professionalism Fashion 
Show is looking for models. 
Student organizations are 
encouraged to sponsor a 
male-female pair of models to 
compete. The fashion show will 
take place from noon to 1 p.m. 
April 15. Models will be required 
to be available 30 minutes 
in advance for preparations, 
as well as a dress rehearsal 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. April 12. 
Prizes will be announced as 
the deadline approaches. The 
club sponsoring the highest-
ranked pair will be recognized. 
For more information, contact 
Title V Career Counselor Career 
Johanna Torres at johanna.
torres@utb.edu or Graduate 
Assistant David Boon at 
david.boon40@utb.edu.
busy moms support 
group
Student Health Services 
invites UTB/TSC students who 
are mothers to participate in the 
Busy Moms Support Group 
from noon to 1 p.m. every 
Thursday in Cortez Hall 237 
until May 17. The purpose of 
the group is to educate mothers 
in parenting skills, child 
development, mental health 
issues, learning processes, 
health and safety for children 
and wellness and health for 
mothers. This Thursday’s 
topic will be “Detecting 
Substance Use and Abuse 
in Your Children.” For more 
information, call 882-3896. 
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
Julio Ramos and Karla Lozoya lead a crowd of students that gathered Feb. 
25 at Tandy Hall to march to the Education and Business Complex. Feb. 25 
was the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation and the 50th 
anniversary of the March on Washington. The student march was part of 




Jesus Reyna, an adjunct faculty 
member in the Industrial Technology 
Department, rides in the parade 
with his son, Jesus Reyna III, and 
niece, Aliana Treviño. He built the 
Model T go-kart with the help of his 
auto body repair students.
Sylvia Paz (from left), Erika 
Mata, Luz Alaniz and Jose Lamas 
proudly represent the Accounting and 
Finance Department.
Vice President for Student 
Affairs Hilda Silva (front) 
and Student Success Senior 
Administrative Secretary Letty 




stationed at various 
locations on campus. 
In the contest’s 
department category, 
the Office of the 
Provost won a pizza 
party and Kappa 
Omega won a $100 
donation in the 
student organization 
category.
After the parade, 
eager fans jammed the 800-
seat Arts Center to meet Yáñez, 
a Mexican actor 
known for his 






Outside the auditorium, fans 
took photos with a cardboard 
cutout of the celebrity.
Inside, children from the 
Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood 
Center entertained the audience 
with a dance titled “El Jarabe 
Tapatío.”
Joanna Hernandez, a junior 
accounting and finance major 
who won third place last fall in 
the Noche de Estrellas student 
talent show, sang the popular 
“Los Laureles.”
Cleiri Quezada, another finalist 
from the student talent show 
and a junior communication 
major, performed “Capullo y 
Sorullo” accompanied by La 
Sonora Norteño Banda, which 
also played cumbia and banda 
songs.  
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán, 
which is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary, performed a 
regional folk dance 
from Nuevo León, “El 
Tololoche” and “Sonora 
Bronco”.
The university surprised 
Zelma Mata, director of the 
grupo and chair of the Health 
and Human Performance 
Department, with a bouquet 
of roses to honor her 25 years 











front rows of the stage, with cell 
phones and iPads in their hands, 
anxiously waiting to record and 
photograph Yáñez. 
In a news conference prior to 
his appearance, Yáñez held his 
Mr. Amigo medal and said he 
will cherish it forever. 
He said one piece of advice he 
would give to UTB/TSC students 
is to “seguir adelante.” 
The Mr. Amigo ceremony 
was held in conjunction with 
Brownsville’s weeklong Charro 
Days festival, which began Feb. 
24. The festival features parades, 
folkloric dance performances, 
Sombrero Fest, costume balls 
and banquets.
Each year, the Mr. Amigo 
Association honors a Mexican 
citizen “who has contributed 
to the friendship of the United 
States and Mexico,” according to 
its website.
Yáñez, who is Brownsville’s 
48th Mr. Amigo honoree, has 
appeared in eight plays, 13 soap 
operas and 31 movies, including 
“Striptease,” “The Punisher” and 
“Man on Fire.”
He is currently starring in the 
Mexican telenovela “Amores 
Verdaderos.”
Yáñez was accompanied on 
the Arts Center stage by SGA 
President Arturo Guerra; Irv 
Downing, the university’s 
vice president for Economic 
Development and Community 
Service; Mr. Amigo Association 
President Yesenia Patiño and 
her husband, Miguel Patiño; 
Matamoros Mayor Alfonso 
S á n c h e z 











in the Charro Days 
spirit with their 
sombreros.
Joanna Hernandez, 
a junior accounting and 
finance major, performs 
“Los Laureles” during the 
Mr. Amigo celebration.
Mexican TV star Pablo 
Lyle sports a cuera, or 
leather jacket, typical of the 
Mexican state of Tamaulipas 
that he received for being 
a distinguished guest of 





Mr. Amigo 2012 
Eduardo Yáñez.
Mr. AMigo Children from the Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood Center dance “El Jarabe Tapatío.”
Grupo Folklórico 
Tizatlán performs a 
traditional dance from 
the Mexican state 
of Chihuahua. The 
university’s dance 

















to the Arts 
Center. 
Junior communication 
major Cleiri Quezada 
sings “Capullo y Sorullo” 
accompanied by La Sonora 
Norteño Banda.
Mr. Amigo Association President Yesenia Patiño, 
Mr. Amigo 2012 Eduardo Yáñez, Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez 
and Matamoros Mayor Alfonso Sánchez Garza release doves 
to conclude the Hands Across the Bridge ceremony at the 
Gateway International Bridge. 
COLLEGIAN PHOTOS BY: 
Héctor AguilAr, BryAn romero & rick SAldivAr
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Transfer 
student
A great egret (Ardea alba) walks on the 
Paseo, presumably on its way to class, 
last Thursday near the Life and Health 
Sciences Building. The species is partially 
migratory.
Bryan romero/Collegian 
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Nicandro Díaz Gonzalez, 
an executive producer for 
Televisa; Silvia Díaz;  Alicia 
Manzur de González, 
president of the committee for 
Matamoros’ Fiestas Mexicanas; 
and Manzur’s guests, Pilar 
Montenegro, Gerardo Quiroz 
and Tzaitel Santini.
Downing welcomed Yáñez to 
campus and said that Charro 
Days is a holiday in Brownsville 
that “is right up there” with 
Christmas, Easter and the 
Fourth of July that the campus 
has hosted for more than 26 
years.
 “We’re very proud to continue 
to host Mr. Amigo here,” he 
said.
Downing presented Yáñez 
with a plaque commemorating 
his visit to campus. Guerra 
presented him with a gift bag 
from the campus containing a 
burnt orange UT-Brownsville 
cap and tie.
Yáñez drove the women in 
the crowd wild when he said, “I 
love gifts.” He told the audience 
that he wasn’t sure if he should 
speak in English or Spanish.
“If you allow me, I would like 
to stick to my Spanish,” he said.
“I’ve said it many times, it’s 
an honor for me to be here,” 
Yáñez said in Spanish. “I want 
to thank all of you in support of 
my career and [those that] are 
here today haciéndose bolas.”
Afterward, the children and 
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán 
returned to perform for Yáñez. 
Mariachi Ocelotetlán also 
performed several songs for Mr. 
Amigo.
Brownsville residents Alma 
Valdes and Mario and Martha 
Huerta said they enjoyed the 
event and thought it was well 
organized. Valdes said this was 
the first time she attended the 
event.
Martha Huerta said she 
always attends and thought the 
show was good.
“We had a good time,” her 
husband said. 
“Está muy guapo [Mr. 
Amigo],” Martha Huerta said.
AMIGO
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try to get the bill set in March.”
If approved, HB 1000 will 
then advance to the House 
Committee on Calendars for 
debate, he said.
The bill, filed Feb. 4, would 
authorize the UT System 
board of regents to abolish 
UT-Brownsville and UT-
Pan American and create 
a university with academic 
campuses in Cameron and 
Hidalgo counties, an academic 
center in Starr County and a 
medical school, the location of 
which would be determined by 
a committee established by the 
regents.
In other transition related 
news, The Collegian has filed 
a public information request 
with the UT System, seeking 
the names of the owners of the 
12 proposed sites for a new UT-
Brownsville campus.
The UT System will build 
a new campus for UT-
Brownsville, which is ending 
its partnership with Texas 
Southmost College in 2015.
On Feb. 13, The Collegian 
asked UT-Brownsville President 
Juliet V. García who owned the 
properties.
“The properties I cannot tell 
you all about them, the details 
just yet, but they are owned by 
a variety different groups and 
people,” García said. “When 
we sent out the proposal for 
properties, we asked for owners 
to consider both gifting and 
selling, so each proposal is a 
combination of one or the other 
or both.”
She said the regents “had an 
opportunity to begin to study 
the different options that they 
have before them and then 
to provide us some guidance 
about coming back to them very 
soon with a more final kind of 
recommendation.”
BILL
Continued from Page 1
Fisher said in an interview 
Feb. 22 with The Collegian via 
FaceTime. “So, what it takes is 
having a very well-organized 
website on Blackboard where 
the students can see exactly 
what we’re going to do every 
week.”
Fisher received permission 
from his department chair, 
the Dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Provost Alan 
Artibise in order to teach from 
the Ukraine.
The Online Learning 
Department helped him 
set up the courses online, 
and Fisher stays in contact 
with his students via e-mail 
and Blackboard instant 
messaging.
Fisher and his students are 
separated by an eight-hour 
time difference. 
“When I start work in 
the morning here, it is… 
around 11 o’clock at night in 
Brownsville, so students are 
still up and they’ll see that I’m 
online,” he said. “So, if they 
have something they need to 
ask me about, they’ll send an 
e-mail or contact me right 
away. And then, while they’re 
asleep, I catch up on any work 
that they’ve done that needs 
grading or any e-mails that 
I need to respond to. … So, 
e-mail is the most frequent 
way we stay in contact.” 
Fisher plans to stay in the 
Ukraine until July 15.
Asked what problems he 
has encountered teaching 
long distance, he replied that 
sometimes students might 
encounter a technological 
problem that keeps them from 
taking an online quiz and it 
can be fixed right away.
“I have to be much more 
precise with instructions to 
students,” Fisher said, “so I 
try to keep them updated with 
announcements that remind 
them of things they need to 
do. But I think there haven’t 
been big problems. I’ve 
actually kind of enjoyed it, to 
tell you the truth.”
Fisher records lectures from 
his home office. The lectures 
and relevant links are posted 
on Blackboard. 
Procrastination to 
participate in discussion 
boards is one of the biggest 
challenges Fisher has 
encountered.
“A lot of times students 
will wait to participate in 
a discussion until the last 
minute,” he said. “The 
discussion board is going to 
close at midnight on Friday, 
everybody posts at 11:30 and 
it means there’s actually no 
discussion at all. … So, I had 
to adjust that and I created a 
new deadline that their first 
post had to be by Wednesday. 
… That allows me to get in 
there and add some comments 
and it’s really encouraged 
a lot more discussion and 
interaction, which is one of 
the biggest challenges for an 
online course.”
Fisher said a benefit of 
teaching online is that it makes 
students think differently 
about how they take a class 
and it makes teachers think 
differently about how they 
teach one.
An example he gave was that 
he cannot ask students what 
were the four causes of the 
Civil War because they could 
easily Google the answer.
“It only quizzes them on 
whether they can Google well 
or not,” Fisher said. “So, it 
means as an instructor, you’ve 
got to ask a better question. 
… You might give them two 
causes of the Civil War and 
ask them, ‘Which one do you 
think is more important?’ 
… The student really has to 
know both causes, has to 
think about which one they 
think is more important and 
then make an argument about 
that.”
He said instructors have 
to focus more on teaching 
critical thinking skills.
“And I think that’s good 
for students, as well, ’cause 
I don’t think there’s any job 
out there where you get to do 
multiple choice,” Fisher said.
Fisher said he likes teaching 
in a traditional classroom as 
well as online, but has a more 
flexible schedule with online 
classes. 
“I could see in the future 
doing a combination, doing 
some courses in the classroom 
and some online,” Fisher said.
Asked what it’s like to live 
in Ukraine, he replied: “It’s 
fascinating. [Kyiv] is the 
largest city in Ukraine. It’s 
a capital city; there’s 2½ 
million people here.”
Kyiv is more than 1,000 
years old. Fisher and his 
family live on the sixth floor of 
an apartment building built in 
the 1920s that is on the main 
street and only five minutes 
away from the subway.
 “I like it. It would be like 
getting to live in San Francisco 
for a year, or Washington, 
D.C.,” Fisher said.
The weather is much 
colder than Brownsville’s. 
However, unlike Brownsville, 
most people in Kyiv live 
in apartments instead of 
houses, and they use public 
transportation.
“There’s no good Mexican 
food,” Fisher said. He said 
Ukrainian food is very good, 
and includes dumplings, 
baked goods, soups and 
salads. 
Shopping in Ukraine is 
more expensive compared 
with the United States.
“There’s really no place like 
Target or Wal-Mart, where 
you can buy plenty of stuff 
really inexpensively,” Fisher 
said. “The cost of clothes here 
is expensive. Groceries are 
not so bad.”
Fisher and his wife have 
lived overseas before, and 
both speak Russian, which 
is one of the two languages 
spoken in Ukraine. Their 
children are learning 
Ukrainian, and English is 
taught in the schools.
“We’ve all adjusted pretty 
well,” he said.
UKRAINE
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in 2010. Before that, he had a 
little more than one-third of his 
book in notes since 2007. 
“People have always told 
me I explain things well,” 
Benacquista said. “So, I’ve 
always wanted to write a book 
and this was beautiful because 
I had the time [and] I had a … 
set of students to practice on. … 
The students that I had in the 
past didn’t have my book; they 
had my notes, which are a large 
chunk of this book.” 
Benacquista said the most 
challenging part in writing 
his book was not so much the 
narrative aspects but creating 
sample problems.
“It’s actually harder than it 
seems,” he explained. “… I’d 
write down the problem and the 
description of the problem and 
[then] see if it can be done. If it’s 
too hard, it takes me a long time 
to [solve] before I decide [to] 
throw it out and pick out a new 
problem. ” 
Asked if he would write 
another textbook, Benacquista 
replied “yes,” but not in the 
immediate future. He predicts 
his next book will cover 
astrophysics, too, but in a 
general fashion.
Benacquista expects his 
textbook can soon be found 
on the shelves of campus 
bookstores for $50 to $60. A 
PDF version can be purchased 




4419-9990-0 for about half the 
shelf price.
BOOK
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Pedro Salmerón Sanguinés, a history professor at the Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México, speaks about his novel “La Cabeza de Villa” last 
Thursday in the Education and Business Complex’s Salón Cassia. More 
than 30 people attended the lecture, which was sponsored by UTB/TSC’s 
History Department and the Mexican Consulate in Brownsville. The novel 
incorporates historical elements during a post-revolutionary period in Mexico 







Send us your tips, comments and suggestions
‘La Cabezade Villa’
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It may not be wild and crazy, but 
if you are looking for a different 
way to spend your Spring Break 
this year, the UTB/TSC campus 
has an opportunity for you. 
The Alternative Spring Break 
program, sponsored by the 
Center for Civic Engagement in 
collaboration with the Office of 
Student Life and Brownsville 
Parks and Recreation, is a unique 
opportunity for students, staff, 
faculty and the community to 
engage in service learning and 
volunteerism. 
This year, the Alternative Spring 
Break (ASB) will be conducted 
during the first three days of Spring 
Break, March 11-13. The ASB will 
focus on health, outdoor recreation 
and education.
“Our main focus is to get 
faculty and students out and in 
the community to make that 
connection,” said Maria “Nikki” 
Hodgson, an assistant professor in 
the Communication Department 
and director of the Center for Civic 
Engagement. “That is why we put 
this together, for the chance to 
serve others while gaining insight 
of what the community needs.” 
March 11 is Health Day. 
Among the activities planned 
are free children’s vaccinations, 
administered by UTB/TSC’s 
Student Health Services, nutrition 
classes given by the Infant Family 
Nutrition Agency, glucose and 
blood pressure screenings, and 
dental hygiene information offered 
by Rodeo Dental. 
The university’s men’s and 
women’s soccer teams will arrange 
sports fun, and the UTB/TSC 
Chess Team will also be on hand 
for children who want to learn and 
play. 
March 12 is Environment Day, 
which will include free composting 
classes given by Healthy 
Communities of Brownsville, and 
environmentally friendly arts and 
crafts and sports activities. 
March 13 is Recreation Day and 
will feature culminating playoff 
games in soccer, basketball, 
volleyball and chess. 
April Flores, a scholar with the 
Center for Civic Engagement who 
has been planning the ASB along 
with fellow scholars, said the 
response from faculty members 
has been incredible.
“It’s refreshing to see how many 
professors we have made contact 
with who want their students to 
become involved,” Flores said. 
She said the list of volunteers 
continues to grow, but they still 
need more student organizations 
or individuals to donate their time.
Student organizations that have 
signed up to volunteer include 
Active Minds, Sigma Psi Delta and 
the Spanish Club.
“We are working on getting as 
many groups as possible,” Flores 
said. “The target population we 
are trying to assist are low-income 
families. Providing children with 
fun activities is exactly what they 
need.” 
UTB/TSC 2012 communication 
graduate Monica Sosa, who 
participated in last year’s ASB 
event, says participating was a 
great accomplishment for her. 
Sosa, a former Civic Engagement 
Scholar, said children arrived 30 
minutes before the event and even 
offered to help set up.
“You could see the excitement 
in their faces and most of them 
didn’t want to leave,” Sosa said. 
“You really learn to appreciate 
children because they’re so kind 
and sincere. You know that you are 
doing something right when you 
see all the tiny smiling faces,” she 
said. 
All activities will take place from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Brownsville 
Parks and Recreation Department, 
1338 E. Eighth St., and will benefit 
the children and families of the 
Buena Vida neighborhood and 
surrounding area.
“Everyone wins,” Hodgson said. 
“The kids win, and our university 
students win serving as role 
models for our community.” 
Those interested in volunteering 
may contact Center for Civic 
Engagement Administrative 
Assistant Estela Martinez at 
882-4300 or e-mail her at 
civicengagement@utb.edu. 
If schoolwork has been 
stressing you out lately, 
you’re in luck. Spring Break 
is under way for some 
students  and around the 
corner for others, offering 
a welcome respite from 
research papers, quizzes and 
those frustrating searches for 
a parking space on campus.
While some like to enjoy 
the weeklong holiday by 
kicking back and quietly 
enjoying time off from class, 
others prefer the celebratory 
spirit on South Padre Island. 
Starting today, the 
Island will be flooded with 
thousands of college students 
from across the country ready 
for the sun and the partying 
scheduled there this month. 
Representatives of many 
hotels said they are booked to 
capacity. For Texas students, 
the break officially begins 
March 11.
If you can beat the traffic, 
a staple of Spring Break on 
the Island during the day is 
Coca-Cola Beach. The self-
proclaimed nation’s biggest 
beach party has been featured 
on the Travel Channel, 
Rolling Stone magazine and 
MTV, to name a few. Coca-
Cola Beach, which is in its 
17th year, will sponsor a 
variety of contests, including 
dance-offs and Sexiest Spring 
Breaker.   
The entrance to Coca-Cola 
Beach is through Isla Grand 
Hotel. Admission is $5 with 
a valid student ID. You can 
also access the hotspot free 
of charge through such access 
points as Harbor Circle, 
located on the south end of 
Gulf Boulevard; Gulf Circle, 
located between East Palm 
Spring
 is in 
By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN
South Padre to welcome
By Cori Aiken
THE COLLEGIAN
A feel good Spring Break 
Coca-Cola Beach
•	 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. March 6-22 
•	 Directly behind Isla Grand Beach Resort at 500 Padre Blvd. 
•	 Bring ice and sunscreen, leave the glass at home 
 Randy Rogers Band Concert 
•	 March 14  
•	 7 p.m. ’til close
•	  South Padre Island 
Convention Centre, 7355 
Padre Blvd.
•	 Advance tickets are $25, 
plus a $5 service fee
•	 Open to all ages 
 
Louie’s Backyard 
•	 2305 Laguna Blvd. 
•	 Ages 18+
•	 Try a Charlie’s Cherry drink
•	 Bring ID  
Parking and 
Transportation
•Vehicles must have all tires 
off the main road pavement. 
•Permit required to park on 
Padre and Gulf Blvd.
•Use free transportation 
such as:
The Wave – SPI’s free 
public transit system
Wait at designated stops or wave it 
down. Operates along Padre and Gulf 
Blvds. from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.
Licensed Taxi 
Service Providers
A Cab/ A Taxi- (956) 761-2222
Airport Taxi- (956) 761-1040
BB’s Taxi- (956) 761-1111
JJ’s Taxi- (956) 761-9292




Photo courtesy: South Padre Island
Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Kids participate in arts and crafts activities during last year’s Alternative Spring Break.
photo courtesy utb/tsc center for civic engagement
Aloha, Spring Breakers 






and East Corral streets; and 
the Pearl Hotel access located 
at 310 Padre Blvd. 
After a day at the beach, 
you can enjoy a night on the 
town at one of the various 
nightspots. One of the biggest 
parties will be at Louie’s 
Backyard. They will have 
various guest DJs spinning 
party music for the masses. 
With one of the biggest dance 
floors on the Island, Louie’s 
will be a fun spot to visit. 
Just in case Louie’s isn’t 
your scene, you might want 
to check out Clayton’s Beach 
Bar & Grill, located on the 
north end of the Island. 
Clayton’s will host parties 
day and night. It also has 
horseback riding, sand castle 
building, volleyball courts 
and a full service bar on the 
beach. Clayton’s will be a fun 
spot filled with events and 
eye candy. 
Then there is UME 
(Ultimate Music Experience), 
which will be Spring Break’s 
largest electronic music 
festival, hosting about 10,000 
people and many of the best 
performers from around 
the globe providing Spring 
Breakers an experience some 
say they will never forget.  
But if a mind-altering light 
show and music is not your 
thing, Texas country music 
artists the Randy Rogers 
Band will perform with Kyle 
Park and the Cody Johnson 
Band. The show will open its 
doors at 7 p.m. and admits 
people of all ages. The three 
will deliver a rowdy show that 
will make any Texan proud. 
This Spring Break promises 
to be a great time, so forget 
about the troubles of college 
life and make memories you 
will never forget. Have fun 
and stay safe.
Clayton’s Beach Bar
•	 6900 Padre Blvd. 
•	 DJ Skribble,  March 11, 18, 25
•	 Paris Hilton hosts a party March 9
•	 Jumpsmokers with DJ Flipside, March 12
•	 Ronnie of MTV’s “Jersey Shore,” March 14
•	 DJ Legacy, March 15, 22, 29 
•	 Tyga, March 16 
•	 Located near the beach 
•	 Full-service bar 
•	 Big sundeck
UME (Ultimate Music Experience) 
•	 At Schlitterbahn Water Park, 33261 State 
Park Road 100
•	 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
•	 Calvin Harris, Nervo and Chris Lake on 
March 14
•	 Flux Pavilion, Bro Safari and Major Lazer, 
March 15
•	 Tiësto, Krewzilla and Danny Avila, March 
16
•	 Tickets are $199 for a three-day                 





As you make your way to South Padre Island for Spring Break, 
you might want to follow these guidelines to stay safe and out of 
trouble. They were provided by the South Padre Island Municipal 
Court and the Texas Department of Public Safety.
Municipal Court Clerk Cynthia Vasquez provided 
the following information:
•	 Loitering is a violation punishable by a fine up to $265.
•	 It is illegal to walk with open containers under city 
ordinance and is punishable by a fine of $265.
•	 Having glass containers on the beach is punishable by 
a fine of up to $500.
•	 Alcohol-related offenses will result in the suspension 
of your driver’s license and the requirement to 
complete an alcohol awareness course.
•	 Any kind of alcohol offense for minors comes with 
four penalties: a fine, a 30-day license suspension, 
community service hours and an alcohol awareness 
course, which costs about $198.
•	 Public intoxication comes with a maximum fine of 
$564.
Texas DPS Sgt. Johnny Hernandez said:
•	 A DWI violation will cost you a minimum of $2,000 
and 180 days in jail or both.
•	 DPS troopers will patrol Highway 100, Highway 48 
and all the back roads.
•	 Do not drink if you’re under 21. The Zero Tolerance 
Law makes it illegal for underage people to have any 
detectable amount of alcohol in their system.
•	 Enjoy yourself but be responsible. 
Vasquez and Hernandez said Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission officers will be present on South Padre Island. TABC 
officers can arrest people and are considered state officers, 
just like DPS officers.
More information regarding Spring Break events, procedures for 
court, a list of fines, city ordinances and alcohol-related offenses 
can be found at www.MySPI.org.
With Spring Break just 
around the corner, students are 
encouraged to join the UTB/TSC 
ohana, or family, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Wednesday for the 10th 
annual Safe Spring Break Luau. 
The event, which will take place 
on Ringgold Road between the 
Student Union and Cavalry Hall, 
will feature music, games, prizes 
food and information on having a 
safe holiday.
 Students will be able to obtain 
information about drinking 
responsibly, including having 
a designated driver program 
and avoiding distractions 
while driving as well as sexual 
responsibility at the stations that 
will be set up. 
Students are encouraged to 
attend the luau to prepare for 
Spring Break.
“We think students should 
celebrate their Spring Break, 
because it’s time to enjoy the 
spring, but at the same time we 
want to make sure that in their 
enjoyment, they stay aware of 
what some of the risks are,” 
David Mariscal, a judicial affairs 
coordinator for the Dean of 
Students Office said. “Whether 
it’s driving, whether it’s drinking, 
or whether it’s interacting with 
other people they don’t know … 
it’s important to remember to 
stay safe.”
The first 500 students will 
receive a free fajita taco and a soft 
drink. 
“There will be different stations 
set up for students to go and 
participate, and they’ll pick up 
tickets to pick up their fajita taco 
and Coke,” Mariscal said. 
UTB Radio and Nelly Echo, a 
previous season three contestant 
on the NBC show “The Voice,” 
will provide the music, Mariscal 
said. 
Mariscal said the luau is 
sponsored by the Student 
Government Association and 
the Student Risk Management 
Committee, which is composed 
of representatives from Campus 
Police, Student Life, Dean of 
Students Office, Student Health 
Services and Environmental 
Health and Safety.
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Who is your favorite 
athlete? “Fred Couples, 
without a doubt. I love the way 
he plays the game of golf and 
his style and his demeanor.” 
Couples, of Seattle, Wash., 
won the 1983 PGA Players 
Championship, 1994 Individual 
World Cup and the Presidents 
Cup in 1994, 1996, 1998 and 
2005. 
Who is your role model? 
“I’d say my parents because 
without their guidance and 
support, I wouldn’t be where I 
am today.”
When did you begin playing 
golf and why did you start 
playing? “Ever since I was 
little. My dad has always 
been a golfer. I’d tag along, 
go with him to the course, 
hit balls and after a while I 
developed a passion for it.”
Did you play in high 
school and did you 
get any awards? “In 
high school I qualified for 
regionals all four years and 
led my team to a district 
championship my sophomore 
year. I had a few wins in the 
regular season throughout 
the four years.”
What is your favorite 
movie? “Probably ‘Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High’-
-just the high school setting 
and it has some good actors. 
… It’s funny.”
What are your goals for 
this season? “I want to 
develop, become a more 
mature player, shoot some of 
my best scores, help the team 
as much as I can.”
Is there a song that gets 
your head in the game? 
“I’d say reggae music in 
general; it kind of relaxes me 
and gets me in the golf mood 
in general.” 
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
Kaila Contreras/Collegian
The UTB/TSC’s Men’s Golf 
Team placed ninth among 
12 teams in the San Antonio 
Shootout tournament it co-
hosted with Oklahoma Christian 
University Feb.25 and 26.
“The men played OK,” Golf 
Coach Anthony Lopez told The 
Collegian in an interview last 
Wednesday. “The first day, 
we struggled a little bit. The 
weather was really, really windy 
and I think all teams struggled. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t have 
a very successful first day. The 
second day we did play better; 
the weather was perfect, so we 
had a lot better day on the golf 
course.” 
Two rounds were supposed to 
take place on Feb.25 but due to 
dangerous winds, officials had 
to end the day with one round. 
The final round was played on 
Feb.26.  
 UTB/TSC’s team scored a 
two-day total of 639. Oklahoma 
City University was the overall 
team winner with a 607.
Senior Captain Marcus 
Cavazos led the UTB/TSC team, 
firing rounds of 82/75. Right 
behind him was junior Saad 
Milan, who shot 82/76, and 
Gage Murphy, with rounds of 
82/77.  Cavazos and Milan both 
tied for 27th place in individual 
results. 
Today, the men’s team is 
competing in The Contender 
tournament hosted by 
Northwood University at TPC 
Four Seasons in Dallas. Results 
were not available at press time. 
UTB/TSC senior golfer Marcus Cavazos practices at the Rancho Viejo Country club earlier this semester. Cavazos and 
teammate Saad Milan tied for 27th place individually at the San Antonio Shootout tournament. 
Men struggle in 
San Antonio Shootout 
Photo Courtesy utBathletiCs.Com
Golf team earns 9th place in tournament 
By Michelle Espinoza 
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Amigos de UTB/TSC, en la 
primera división de México 
se jugaron  partidos muy 
interesantes. Pero el partido 
que atrajo más la atención 
para todos los fanáticos 
futboleros fue el denominado 
clásico joven entre las águilas 
del América y la máquina 
cementera de la Cruz Azul 
ambos equipos perdieron 
la fecha anterior pero 
esperamos un gran choque 
entre Cristian Benitez, 
delantero del América, y 
el portero del a máquina, 
J.J. Corona, arquero de la 
selección nacional mexicana.
Este encuentro se disputó 
en el Estadio Azteca, la 
casa de los azulcremas del 
América. Por eso mismo son 
favoritos en el encuentro para 
llevarse los tres puntos, el 
pronóstico fue 2 a 1 América 
dado que los resultados 
no estaban disponibles al 
momento del cierre de la 
publicación. Antes de dicho 
partido el “AME” era tercero 
general con 16 puntos y 
la máquina se ubicaba en 
décimo primero  en el Torneo 
Clausura 2013 de la liga MX, 
según  la tabla de posiciones 
de espndeportes.com.
Pero bueno amigos 
también tuvimos futbol 
internacional con la actividad 
de la Copa del Rey donde el 
Real Madrid derrotó como 
visitante al supuestamente 
invencible equipo catalán del 
FC Barcelona por marcador 
de 3 a 1, con gran actuación 
de Cristiano Ronaldo para 
los merengues con dos 
goles. El Madrid enfrentará 
próximamente a su rival de 
la ciudad el Atlético Madrid 
del tigre Falcao. 
También esta semana 
los invito a que sigan el 
Clásico mundial de Béisbol 
que comenzó el viernes 
pasado  y continuará hasta 
el 19 de marzo. En este 
torneo el equipo de Estados 
Unidos está confiado que se 
puede llevar el título. Hay 
que esperar a ver qué dice 
el bicampeon Japón y la 
actuación del Tri mexicano 
con Adrián González con 
referente ofensivo. 
No se olviden de 





Todo listo para el clásico joven en la liga MX 
By Juan C. Esteve
GUEST COLUMNIST Cyclobia: taking back the streets
By Brenda Lopez
THE COLLEGIAN
With spring around the 
corner, what better way to 
enjoy the outdoors than by 
attending Spring Cyclobia, 
which will take place from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. March 17. 
Spring Cyclobia is a program 
in which certain streets are 
closed to automobile traffic 
so that people can come 
out and enjoy themselves 
by riding a bike, skating or 
walking along a 7-mile route, 
Dr. Rose Gowen, Brownsville 
city commissioner at-large 
“B,” told The Collegian in 
a telephone interview last 
Thursday.
“They can walk. They can 
ride a bike. They can skate. 
They can jog. They can do 
whatever they want as long as 
it’s not in a car,” Gowen said. 
“So, by closing off the street to 
car traffic, it becomes a safe 
environment for pedestrians 
and bicycle riders and every 
age group in between.”
The route begins at Dean 
Porter Park and goes along 
Seventh Street to Washington 
Park, then from the park to 
Elizabeth Street. The route 
continues along University 
Boulevard to Lincoln Park 
and ends by the Stripes 
convenience store on the 
boulevard.
Gowen said there will be 
four reclovías, or rest stops, 
in which people will have 
the opportunity do different 
activities. 
The first reclovía is at Dean 
Porter Park and it will have 
educational booths and a 
bus on display so that people 
can learn how to places their 
bicycles on it. 
At Washington Park, the 
second reclovía will feature 
free bike rentals, games for 
children and educational 
items. 
The third rest stop will be 
at UTB/TSC’s Recreational, 
Education and Kinesiology 
Center, where families can 
take part in Zumba classes 
and other activities; at the 
final reclovía, outside Stripes, 
there will be a hot-air balloon 
and healthy snacks.
About 4,000 people 
attended the first Cyclobia last 
Nov. 4. Gowen said officials 
hope to get 10,000 people at 
the second one.
The event is sponsored 
by the City of Brownsville 
Health Department and UTB/
TSC’s Health and Human 
Performance Department.
Asked what the benefits of 
the event are, Gowen replied: 
“You can enjoy the great 
weather and the outdoors 
and our beautiful community. 
When you walk or ride a bike, 
you see things and enjoy 
things differently than when 
you’re in a car,” Gowen said. 
“And so, the ability to get 
out on main street and into 
many of our parks and enjoy 
what’s there and enjoy the 
camaraderie and friendship 
of your family and friends 
without worrying about cars 
or trucks … pushing you off 
the road is the benefit.”
Before the Cyclobia, there 
will be a 5K-run at Dean 
Porter Park. 
For more information on 
Cyclobia, call Transforming 
Texas Grant Project Specialist 
Maria Jose Cavazos at 547-
6530.
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En un ambiente de armonía y festejo en el puente 
internacional Gateway, Brownsville y Matamoros 
celebraron el 75 aniversario de las fiestas del Día del 
Charro, el pasado jueves, con el tradicional “Saludo 
Binacional”, estrechando la relación de hermandad que 
existe entre estas ciudades y acompañados de grandes 
figuras públicas.
Engalanando el evento se encontraba Mr. Amigo 2012, 
el actor Eduardo Yáñez, quien causó revuelo entre los 
asistentes que no perdían oportunidad de vitorearlo. 
Acompañándolo se encontraba Nicandro Díaz, reconocido 
productor de telenovelas, quien actualmente produce 
“Amores Verdaderos”, historia protagonizada por Yáñez.
El huésped distinguido de Matamoros fue el actor de 25 
años Pablo Lyle; como invitados especiales, asistieron la 
actriz y cantante Pilar Montenegro y el actor y productor 
Gerardo Quiroz.
Simbolizando la relación recíproca de ambos municipios 
y ataviados con tradicionales vestimentas mexicanas, 
pequeños de ambos municipios intercambiaron banderas 
y obsequios como marca la tradición en estas fiestas. 
“Viendo a nuestros pequeños, me quedé pensando qué 
cerca y qué lejos estamos unos de otros”, Quiroz comentó. 
“Este tipo de eventos tiene que servir para hacer conciencia 
de que más allá de las hamburguesas y el pozole, más allá 
de que tenemos idiosincrasias diferentes, tenemos que 
hacer crecer a estos pequeños sin la idea de fronteras, sin 
la idea de barreras, sino de una verdadera hermandad, 
más allá de un pasaporte y de una visa”. 
Dando la bienvenida a la celebración, el alcalde de 
Brownsville Tony Martínez alentó a los presentes a 
demostrar que la frontera no existe mientras se preserve 
la amistad entre los dos municipios.
“Este río, que alguna vez fue el que nos unía, se convirtió 
en un símbolo político de lo que nos separa”, dijo el alcalde. 
“Hoy, mientras nos tomamos de la mano y formamos una 
cadena humana sobre este río, actuamos como hermanos 
y hermanas para contar nuestra propia historia, porque 
lo que nos une siempre será más grande que lo que nos 
divide”. 
Martínez intercambió regalos con Víctor Alfonso 
Sánchez Garza, presidente municipal de Matamoros, al 
que obsequió la fotografía del abrazo binacional que se 
dieron en las festividades del año pasado. Por su parte, 
Sánchez ofreció a Martínez dos esculturas mexicanas 
como símbolo del intercambio histórico y cultural entre 
países.
“Nuestras ciudades hermanas nuevamente, con un 
saludo fraterno entre los dos alcaldes de diferentes 
ciudades, diferente país, reafirman su amistad, sus valores 
y su historia basados en el trabajo a favor de la unidad 
familiar y la paz universal”, Sánchez dijo. “Afirmo que este 
puente internacional es más que un cruce fronterizo, es el 
símbolo de unión entre dos ciudades, una unión sustentada 
sobre bases de identidad, de amistad y buenas intenciones 
para construir el mundo de grandeza que todos queremos 
y merecemos”.
Yesenia Patiño, presidente de la Asociación de Mr. 
Amigo, anunció que éste era el 75 aniversario de las fiestas 
del Día del Charro.
Como es tradición, la presidente del Comité de Fiestas 
Mexicanas Alicia Manzur de González, entregó una cuera 
tamaulipeca al huésped distinguido y a los invitados 
especiales. Por segunda vez en la historia, Manzur 
también obsequió una cuera a Mr. Amigo de parte de las 
autoridades mexicanas.
“Esto es un gran, gran honor para mí; jamás pensé, al 
iniciar mi carrera como actor, que me encontraría en esta 
posición”, dijo Yáñez. “Quiero agradecer a México, a todo 
su pueblo, es un gran evento la unión de dos países, de dos 
pueblos; gracias a Estados Unidos por las oportunidades 
que ofrece”.
Posteriormente, Lyle y Montenegro subieron al estrado 
para agradecer el cariño con el que fueron recibidos y para 
alentar la conservación de este tipo de eventos. 
“Quiero decirles que estoy  muy orgulloso de ser 
mexicano, que me siento muy bien de estar en estos 
eventos, pero que me voy a sentir mejor el día que mis hijos 
puedan transitar a cualquier país sin ningún documento 
en la mano”, dijo Quiroz durante su intervención. “Que 
tenemos que aprender de los estadounidenses su trabajo, 
orden, disciplina y esfuerzo; pero de los mexicanos la 
calidez, el amor y los sentimientos que es lo que nos mueve 
cada día”.
Para cerrar con broche de oro, Patiño, Yáñez, Martínez, 
Sánchez y Lyle soltaron palomas blancas para que 
emprendieran el vuelo entre globos multicolor, mientras 
los músicos entonaban “El son de la Negra”. 
“Me doy cuenta de que somos más que vecinos, somos 
familia y nuestro futuro, compadre Poncho, luce bien”, 
dijo Martínez. “El Día del Charro y el Saludo Binacional 
no sólo es un recordatorio del pasado que compartimos, 
es un compromiso del futuro que compartiremos. Esta es 
la familia que dejaremos a nuestros niños”.
A los 21 años fue cuando obtuvo su primer 
papel televisivo en la telenovela “Quiéreme 
siempre” gracias a la intervención del 
reconocido productor Ernesto Alonso.  
En una entrevista con The Collegian 
el jueves pasado, el actor Eduardo 
Yáñez explicó lo que significa haber sido 
nombrado Mr. Amigo 2012.
“Definitivamente ser Mr. Amigo es un 
gran honor”, dijo Yánez, de 52 años. “Ojalá 
que el compendio de los años y de mi 
carrera merezcan este nombramiento tan 
importante”.
El actor, oriundo de 
la Ciudad de México, 
ha protagonizado 
exitosas telenovelas, 




con Angélica Rivera y 
Ana Martin. En el 2008 
protagonizó “Fuego en la sangre”, una de 
las novelas con mayor rating en México, 
donde interpretó a Juan Reyes, uno de 
los tres hermanos enamorados de las 
hermanas Elizalde.
Actualmente trabaja en “Amores 
verdaderos”, del productor Nicandro 
Díaz, en horario estelar. En esta novela da 
vida a Arriaga, un guardaespaldas que se 
enamora de su jefa, a pesar de tener una 
amorosa esposa y una hija.
Aunque es uno de los actores más 
famosos e importantes del medio, Yáñez 
dijo que aún no está a la altura de otros 
personajes portadores del nombramiento 
de Mr. Amigo.
“Tendré que seguir construyendo en mi 
carrera para estar a la altura de aquellos 
que portaron esta insignia”, dijo él.
El público ofreció a Yánez un cálido 
recibimiento en su visita a Brownsville.
“Me han tratado muy bien”, dijo el actor. 
“Las risas, el aplauso, los gritos de los fans 
y todo eso ya es para mí un gran trato”.
En cuanto a su responsabilidad como 
Mr. Amigo de representar a México y de 
enriquecer la relación entre Brownsville y 
Matamoros, Yáñez dijo:
 “Esto no para aquí; aunque vengan otros 
en años siguientes, mi posición la voy a 
cargar toda la vida. Trabajaré para tener 
los números y cantidades suficientes en 
cuanto a logros como actor para haberlo 
merecido”.
Un año más de abrazos de hermandad entre ciudades
Mr. Amigo y otras luminarias presenciaron el festejo del 75 aniversario de las Fiestas Charras
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El presidente de la asociación de Mr. Amigo Yesenia Patiño; Eduardo Yáñez, el representante de Mr. Amigo 2012; el alcalde de Brownsville Tony Martínez; y el presidente municipal de Matamoros 
Alfonso Sánchez Garza se preparan para concluir la ceremonia liberando unas palomas.
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 (Arriba) Un niño representante de cada país le da un obsequio 
a su homólogo. 
Los artistas mexicanos Pilar Montenegro, Gerardo Quiroz y 
Pablo Lyle vistieron cueras tamaulipecas que recibieron por ser 
invitados especiales, el jueves pasado en el puente internacional 
Gateway.
Entrevista con Eduardo Yáñez, Mr. Amigo 2012
 El presidente municipal de Brownsville Tony Martínez recibe 
un regalo de parte de su homólogo en Matamoros Alfonso 
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